
Designed with some @ICTmagic for Teach Primary

Week 6 - AI: Pop Culture, Movies and More
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Space for Teach Primary LogoAI has featured in books, movies and more. These have fed 
back into AI research and inspired innovation. 

As you make your own movies using AI, complete the AI In 
Pop Culture Timeline, and write about AI you know about. 
Printing in black and white? Download the coloured slideshow at  bit.ly/aislideimages

AI In Pop Culture Timeline

1927 

1956 

1968 

1986

2008

What other examples of AI can you think of in books, movies and other stories?
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Metropolis
While there had been intelligent robots in fiction, 

including The Automaton from The Master Mystery 
(1919) and Tik-Tok in Ozma of Oz (1907), the AI-

driven robot from the silent movie Metroplis popelled 
intelligent computers into the public mind.

Forbidden Planet
With his bulbus hrad Robby from Forbidden Planet 

was an early example of a robot that in some ways was 
more human than the human characters. Robby had a 
dry sense of humour, something echoed in the Jetsons 
(1962) and Lost in Space (1965) only a few year later.

2001: A Space Odyssey
The emotionless voice and piercing red dot stare of 
HAL 9000 in 2001: A Space Odyssey set a model for 

how AI was shown in movies that remains more that 
half a century later.

Short Circuit
The retanglar-headed Johnny 5 gains self-

awareness and escapes from his creators in the 
family movie, Short Circult. Children of the 1980s 

all know his catchphrase “Johnny 5 is alive”.

WALL·E
Similar to the first movie in this timeline, large 

parts of this movie are almost silent. This 
animation once again shows us AI-powered robots 
that have as much human spirit as their creators.

Cut these out and place next to the correct 

date and event desciption in the timeline.

Cut these out and place next to the 

correct date and picture in the timeline.
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Week 6 - AI: The Answers!
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Look at the completed timeline below. How did you do?

Have many other examples of AI in pop culture could you 
think of? Need to research for some more? Ask your AI 
platform for help.

AI In Pop Culture Timeline

Metropolis
While there had been intelligent robots in fiction, 

including The Automaton from The Master Mystery 
(1919) and Tik-Tok in Ozma of Oz (1907), the AI-

driven robot from the silent movie Metroplis popelled 
intelligent computers into the public mind.

1927 

Forbidden Planet
Robby the robot from Forbidden Planet was an early 

example of a robot that in some ways was more human 
than the human characters. Robby had a dry sense of 
humour, something echoed in the Jetsons (1962) and 

Lost in Space (1965) only a few year later.

1956 

2001: A Space Odyssey
The emotionless voice and piercing red dot stare of 
HAL 9000 in 2001: A Space Odyssey set a model for 

how AI was shown in movies that remains more that 
half a century later.

1968 

Short Circuit
The retanglar-headed Johnny 5 gains self-

awareness and escapes from his creators in the 
family movie, Short Circult. Children of the 1980s 

all know his catchphrase “Johnny 5 is alive”.

1986

WALL·E
Similar to the first movie in this timeline, large 

parts of this movie are almost silent. This 
animation once again shows us AI-powered robots 
that have as much human spirit as their creators.

2008


